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Effect of single and repeated in vitro exposure of ovarian follicles to
o,p’-DDT and p,p’-DDT and their metabolites. A.K. WÓJTOWICZ,
E.L. GREGORASZCZUK, A. PTAK, J. FALANDYSZ. Pol. J. Pharmacol.,
2004, 56, 465–472.

The aim of the presented study was to compare the effect of o,p’-DDT
[1,1-dichloro-2,2-bis-(p,p’-chlorophenyl)-ethylene] and p,p’-DDT [1,1,1-
trichloro-2,2-bis-(p-chlorophenyl)-ethane] and their metabolites DDE and
DDD on estradiol secretion by ovarian follicles, the target organs of environ-
mental estrogens. Theca interna (Tc) and granulosa cells (Gc) were collected
from medium size porcine follicles and cultured as a monolayer. The cells
were initially cultured for 24 h to allow attachment to the plates and then me-
dia were changed for the new ones and o,p’-DDT and p,p’-DDT and their
metabolites: o,p’-DDE, p,p’-DDE and o,p’-DDD were added at doses of 4,
40, 400 ng and 4 �g/ml medium to investigate dose-dependent effects. Me-
dia were collected after 24 h and frozen for estradiol content determination.
When the effect of single and repeated exposure was investigated, the lowest
dose of 4 ng/ml and the highest one of 4 �g/ml were chosen on the basis of
the results of Experiment 1. o,p’-DDT exerted antiestrogenic action at all
doses used while its metabolites and p,p’-DDT and its metabolites decreased
estradiol secretion only when present in the medium at a dose of 4 ng/ml.
The highest doses caused the increase in estradiol secretion. Parent o,p’-
DDT and its metabolites showed antiestrogenic action after single exposure
to 4 ng/ml while parent p,p’-DDT and its metabolites caused estrogenic ac-
tion. All investigated compounds, except o,p’-DDT, increased estradiol se-
cretion after single exposure to the dose of 4 �g/ml. Repeated exposure re-
sulted in a massive antiestrogenic action of all investigated chemicals.

In conclusion, our study points to time-dependent effect of DDT and its
metabolites on ovarian follicles with the strongest estrogenic properties ob-
served after single exposure and antiestrogenic action caused by repeated ex-
posure. Given the duration of folliculogenesis, one can imagine many differ-
ent potential mechanisms by which DDT could influence steroidogenesis.
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