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Abstract:

The aim of the present study was to examine the effect of combined treatment of male Wistar rats with pramipexole and fluoxetine or

sertraline in the forced swimming test. The obtained results showed that co-treatment with pramipexole (0.1 mg/kg) and fluoxetine

(10 mg/kg) or sertraline (5 mg/kg) (in doses inactive per se) exhibited antidepressant-like activity in the forced swimming test.

Sulpiride (a dopamine D��� receptor antagonist) and WAY 100635 (a 5-HT�� receptor antagonist), either being ineffective in the

forced swimming test, inhibited the antidepressant-like effect induced by co-administration of pramipexole and fluoxetine or

sertraline. However, SCH 23390 (a dopamine D� receptor antagonist) did not alter the effect of pramipexole given jointly with

antidepressant drugs; on the other hand, S 33084 (a dopamine D� receptor antagonist) only partly decreased (in a statistically

insignificant manner) that effect. Moreover, progesterone and BD 1047 (a �� receptor antagonist) counteracted the

antidepressant-like effect induced by co-administration of pramipexole and sertraline (but not pramipexole and fluoxetine). In that

test, active behavior did not reflect the increases in general activity, since combined administration of pramipexole and fluoxetine or

sertraline failed to enhance the locomotor activity of rats. None of the tested drugs (SCH 23390, sulpiride, S 33084, WAY 100635,

BD 1047 and progesterone) – alone or in combination with pramipexole and fluoxetine or sertraline – changed locomotor activity.

The results described in the present paper indicate that co-administration of pramipexole and fluoxetine or sertraline may induce

a more pronounced antidepressive activity than does treatment with pramipexole alone, and that in addition to other mechanisms,

dopamine D��� and 5-HT�� receptors may contribute to the antidepressant-like activity of pramipexole and fluoxetine or sertraline in

the forced swimming test in rats. Moreover, �� receptors may constitute one of the possible mechanisms by which co-administration

of pramipexole and sertraline induces antidepressant-like activity in that test.
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Introduction

Behavioral and biochemical data indicate involve-

ment of a dopamine neurotransmitter system in the

pathophysiology of depression, as well as in the

mechanism of action of antidepressant drugs (ADs)

[6, 10, 29, 57, 60]. It has been shown that mesolimbic do-

pamine pathways are important to goal-directed be-

haviors, and that the hypofunction of this system may

mediate anhedonia and a motivational apathy [61],

i.e. behaviors which are the key features of major de-

pression.

Recent studies have focused on the potential role of

specific dopamine receptors, including the dopamine

D3 receptor, in depression. Unlike the D2 receptor
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