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Professor Rump since 1959 has been deeply engaged

in the experimental study of toxicodynamics of or-

ganophosphates and of prophylactic measures, pre-

treatment and treatment of acute poisonings with

those toxic agents. Of his special interest there were

convulsions in acute intoxications with organophos-

phates. In 1972 he published an original paper on the

beneficial effects of diazepam as an anticonvulsant

adjunct drug to the conventional therapy of or-

ganophosphate acute intoxication consisted of choli-

nolytics and acetylcholinesterase reactivators. This

paper is still cited in the literature (also in the US

Army “Textbook of Military Medicine: Medical As-

pects of Chemical and Biological Warfare”, Washing-

ton 1997).

Professor Rump was graduated from Medical Fac-

ulty, Warsaw Medical University in 1952. In 1959 he

was called-up for two years service in the Polish

Army and after finishing the advanced courses in

toxicology and radiotoxicology was directed to the

Military Institute of Chemistry and Radiometry

(MICh&R). Concomitantly he studied experimental

pharmacology in the Department of Pharmacology,

Drug Research Institute and Department of Phar-

macology, Medical Faculty in Warszawa. In a short

time he became head of the Laboratory of Toxicology,

Military Institute of Chemistry and Radiometry. He

found that job of his interest and decided to join the

Army as enlisted regular officer. In that time post-

graduate trainings at Pawlow Institute of Physiology,

Academy of Medical Sciences, and Military Medical

University, Leningrad, USSR (cur. St. Petersburg,

Russia; 1962–1963).

In 1965 he defended his doctoral thesis in the

Medical Faculty, Warsaw Medical University, and in

1969, after colloquium and a lecture; he received the

scientific degree of Doctor of Science in Pharmacol-

ogy, also in the Warsaw Medical University. Then he

moved to the Military Institute of Hygiene and Epide-

miology (MIH&E), where he organized in 1974

Department of Pharmacology, and from 1981 he was

head of the joint Department of Pharmacology and

Toxicology. In 1976 he received the scientific title of

Associate Professor and in 1986 of Professor. In 1991
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he retired from the Army in a rank of Colonel. He was

working in the Department as a Senior Scientist with

a title of Professor to the end. He is an author or co-

author of 213 scientific papers (109 of them indexed)

and books “First Aid in Poisonings” (PZWL, 1972);

co-author of several monographs, e.g., “Environmen-

tal Quality and Safety: Pesticides” (Stuttgart 1975),

“Medical Protection against Chemical Warfare Agents”

(Stockholm 1976), “Epilepsy: a Clinical and Experi-

mental Research” (Basel 1980), “Pharmacometry: Ex-

perimental Methods of Drug Testing” (PZWL 1982),

the last of them “Medicine of Chemical Disasters”

was published in 2004.

As a recognized authority in toxicology of chemi-

cal warfare agents Professor Rump was invited in

1980-ies to take part as a member in activities of the

Expert and Technical Advisors Team of the Working

Group of Chemical Warfare, Conferences on Disar-

mament, United Nations Organization in Geneva.

This Group was engaged in preparation of the future

Convention on Chemical Warfare Ban. Professor

Rump also participated in the activities of Chemical

Warfare Group of the Pugwash Conferences on Sci-

ence and World Affairs (since 1982).

Memberships: Scientific Councils of: Institute of

Pharmacology, Polish Academy of Sciences, Kraków

(1969–1996), MIH&E (1971–2003), MICh&R (1974–1992,

chairman 1989–1992), Military Institute of Aviation

Medicine (1976–2000; chairman 1995–2000); Commit-

tee for Experimental Therapy, PAS (1968–1993);

Committee for the Study of Drugs, PAS (1978–1993);

Commission of Pharmacology, Committee for Physio-

logical Sciences, PAS (1982–1993); Committee for

the Study on Peace, PAS (1982–1993); Polish Phar-

macological Society (founding member, vice-chairman

of the General Board 1983–1989 and chairman of the

General Board 1989–1992, honorary member since

2007); Polish Physiological Society (since 1961); Pol-

ish Society of EEG and Clinical Neurophysiology

(since 1975; chairman of Warsaw Branch, 1978–1981);

Polish Toxicological Society (founding member, since

1977); Polish Neuroscience Society (since 1992); War-

saw Scientific Society (since 1986); New York Acad-

emy of Sciences (since 1969);

Awards: Commander’s Cross of the Order of Po-

land’s Rebirth and Cross for the Liberty and the Inde-

pendence with Swords (London 1988 by President of

the Polish Republic in Exile). Commander’s Cross of

the Order of Poland’s Rebirth (Warszawa 1993).

Marek Kowalczyk
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